Electromyographic evaluation of vocal cord disorders.
In order to perform its basic functions, those of coordination of breathing, swallowing and speech, the larynx requires an intact neural apparatus to permit the perfect, well-coordinated action of the neuromuscular structures of extra- and intralaryngeal muscles. Electrophysiological measurements including electromyography, reflexmyography, electric and magnetic stimulated myography of the central motor nerve functions are the methods of classification of dysfunctions into neurapraxia, axonotmesis, neurotmesis, regeneration or myopathy. Different types of electrodes, depending on the methods of application, show a variety of neurophysiological findings which allow the investigator to decide about the type of lesion. An overview on neurophysiological techniques in vocal cord disorders is presented.